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o Peaee, 


| No Justice 


S the sacrifice and suffering imposed by the war grow more grievous, 
A so necessarily does the dissatisfaction with the absolute silence about 
British war-aims, or peace-aims. 
There is no grain of evidence that the Government have an idea in 
their heads that is adequate to the new, grim world that is now being 
born in this ghastly travail. And, alas, there is not much _ evid- 


ence that the generous and progres- 
sive minds have either. Mr. Priest- 
ley, Mr. Stokes, and Mr. Kingsley 
Martin agree in proclaiming ‘‘a 
genuine freedom, a freedom not 
merely from aggressive dictator- 
ships, but also from privilege, brig- 
and interests, economic insecurities, 
and all the deadening sterility of 


plutocracy.”’ 

In this they are patently sincere, and 
on the positive side every pacifist agrees 
with their demand, But how? They do 
not tell us how. They cannot tell us 
how, Still less, how in a Europe de- 
vastated body and soul by the fighting 
of this war to the bitter end. 


EXAMPLE REQUIRED 


Have they any conception of how the 
ereat social revolution which they de- 
mand is to be carried through—not in 
Europe‘as a whole, but in this country 
alone ? 


The Adviser 
Advised 


IR ROBERT VANSITTART, 

Chief Diplomatic Adviser to the, 

British Government, broadcast | 
last week three talks on Germany. | 
Unfortunately they were on the over-' 
seas service and were not heard in 
this country. Had it not been that | 
the Sunday Times (Dec. 1), from an-! 
other point of view than our own, 
considered them of sufficient interest | 
to report them fully, we should have | 
missed this singular example of our | 
Empire propaganda and the mental-) 
itv of the British Foreign Office. 

Sir Robert’s theme wag that from 
the beginning of history till today, | 
Germany has always been the same. | 
“Hitler is no accident. He is the nat- | 
ural and continuous product of a 
breed which from the dawn of history 
has been predatory and bellicose.” 

So Sir Robert begins with the Ger-. 
man as depicted by Tacitus in the; 
Germania. Naturally, he falsifies the 
famous picture; for the only point he 
remembers is that the German tribes 
were warlike. He conveniently forgets 
Tacitus’s glowing account of their 
domestic virtues and their passion for 
political liberty. Who reads Tacitus 
nowadays, anyhow? Does Sir Robert 
vansittart ? 

But he forgets something more 
important: that we English are des- 
cended just as directly as the modern 
Germans themselves, from these same 
German tribes. ; We begin to wonder 

er any kind of education is a 


h : . 
wag qualification for the Chief 
Diplomatic Adviser to H.M. Govern- 


The ancestral vices of the Ger- 


re our ancestral vices, except 
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ment. 
mans a 


Not precept, but example is required, 
as Mr. Bevin said. He also said that it 
was no use offering ‘‘Gladstonian liber- 


ae 


ty’’ to the teeming millions. It is no 
use offering it because it is not to be 
had. But what do we propose to offer 
in its stead ? 


The system functioning at present is, 
in the accepted sense of the word ‘‘de- 
mocratic.’’ But it cannot go on. Why 
it has gone on so long is that Britain 
was, up to the end of the first war-year, 
a relatively wealthy nation. It had cap- 
ital resources. These are used up. Now 
comes the real pinch. And the ‘‘demo- 
cratic’’ system simply cannot stand the 
strain. 


So far interests and privileges have 
not been challenged. We have postponed 
the evil day. But now what? Socialism 
by consent ? 


IF PEACE COMES 


It is important to be clear that al- 
though totalitarian war does enforce a 
kind of socialization, this war-socializa- 
tion is irrelevant to a society at peace. 
If ever peace comes, the millions of men 
now engaged in wasting both their lives 
and the substance of society will be re- 
quired to resume peace-production. But 
there will be frighteningly little peace- 
production for them to resume. 


The idea that you can change over 
simply from war-production to peace- 
production in a great exporting country 
like this is an illusion. The vast des- 
truction of shipping. the swift formation 
of economic blocks from which our trade 
will be virtually excluded, the’ collapse 
of the financial machinery of inter- 
national trade, will make the absorp- 
tion of our vast conscript army into 


' peaceful production impossible. 


Hundreds of thousands may he ab- 
sorbed into public works; but any seri- 
ous atlempt to grapple with the problem 
in that fashion involves a social revolu- 
tion and a regimentation of labour both 
of which will be found intolerable. And 
in any case, in Britain, there will be 
millions who cannot be absorbed in this 
fashion. It will require a development 


of social consciousness, of which there 
are few signs today, to prevent a vio- 


A Chance Of 
£100 


T TNREASONABLY, rhaps— 
W or perhaps we nate bean 
spoiled—we are always a little 
disappointed when the weekly 
contributions to the Fighting 
Fund do not reach the £50 mark. 
This week they are £44 1s 11d, 
making the total £941 15s 3d. 
But our disappointment is off- 
set by a generous offer of £25 if 
three further donations of the 
Same amount are _ forthcoming 
‘before Christmas. That would be 


will be—magnificent. Thank 
you! 

Please make all cheques, POs and 
ta erders payable to Peace Newa 
td and croused “a/c Payee”, and ad- 
oer them to the Accountant. Peace 
ews, 8 Blackstock Road. London, N.4. 


by 
JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY 


lent revolution by other means than 
armed repression, 


NO GOOD BY WAR 


War-socialization, in other words, is 
the diabolical antithesis of peace-social- 
ization; and it cannot be changed to 
peace-socialization, except by an effort 
of social imagination on the grand scale, 
to which the war-mentality itself is the 
chief obstacle. 

The pacifist intuition that nothing 
good can come by war is in this sense 
abundantly justified. The only way to 
a socialism of peace is through peace. 

Because this is so, the generous-minded 
progressives would discover that, if this 
country were to put forward practical 
plans for a new and non-Nazi social 
order in Britain alone, it would inevit- 
ably be making overtures for peace. It 
would, by an inescapable logic, be com- 
pelled to say: ‘‘We offer immediate 
peace; and these arc the terms on which 
we offer it.’’ And those terms, by the 
same necessity, would include a number 
of things which our generous progressives 
do not dream of—as yet: for example, 
the internationalization of the British 
fleet. 


DICTATORSHIP OR —— 


But the main dilemma is inescapable, 
Socialization without a peace by agree- 
ment is impossible. The ‘“‘socialization’’ 
that will take place while this war is 
being fought to the bitter end will in- 
fallibly end in more catastrophe: either 
in our submission to a repressive totali- 
tarianism, or in violent interna] revolu- 
tion. 

It is second nature with the Briton, 
who lives in an atmosphere of tradition, 
to believe that violent revolution is im- 
possible in this country. Do not be de- 
luded. In a single year this war has 
effected profounder changes in the struc- 
ture of our economy and in the habits of 
our souls than we have experienced in 
a century before. 

When men and women are accustomed 
io what they are being accustomed to 
now in the great cities, the mentality 
that clutches at violent revolution is be- 
ing created day by day. For they are 
being taught to ‘‘take it’’—“‘it’’ being 
a condition of things that they ought 
never to take at all. In a little while, a 
few more bombs, a few months more of 
life in fetid squalor won’t make much 
odds. They will ‘‘take it'’—and ‘‘give 
it’’-—some perhaps in the hope of a 
speedy millennium, some because vio- 
lence is a relief to despair. The odds will 
be hopelessly against them: the millen- 
nium just as brutally totalitarian as the 
regime they seek to end. But when the 
nihilism of violence has gripped men’s 
souls, beware! 


NO PEACE, NO JUSTICE 


So we will ask our generous progres- 
sive friends to come out of their dream 
world, There is no social justice to be 
found by marching through the shambles 
of modern war. 

Justice may be lovely; but the vision 
of justice that appears at the end of the 
vista of war is a phantom, and worse: 
an angel from hell. The true goddess of 
Justice is the goddess also of Peace. By 
that sign you may know her. 


Commentary 


German Plan Of 
Campaign 
Edited by “Observer” 


Re: German plan of cam- 
paign is pretty clear. For 
reasons into which I enter 
below, the Italian reverses are 
not regarded as disturbing to 
the Berlin end of the Axis; and 
anyhow whatever danger #iey 
imply is most effectively coun- 
tered by pounding at the centre 
from which Greek. resistance is 
inspired. and nourished, namely 
Great Britain: a systematic and sus- 
tained onslaught upon our shipping, 
combined with an equally systematic 
and sustained air-attack upon the 
main provincial centres of production 
—Coventry, Birmingham, _ Bristol, 
Southampton—one by one. 

The Times (Dec. 3) remarks that 
this new two-fold attack “has been 
almost unheralded in the German 
press.” That should make the auth- 
orities reflect upon the expediency of 
official silence at home.” = 

An interesting Gallup ‘survey of 
British opinion indicates that.only 20 
per cent of the population understand 
that the basie problem is to overcome 
the steady attrition of our shipping; 
for the interference with home-pro- 
duction means an increased demand 
on cargo-space. That degree of 
awareness 1s a poor tribute to the 
intelligence of a democracy. 


Radical Incompatibility 


‘VEN the House of Commons was 
dissatisfied with the statements 
made by Mr. Greenwood and Mr. 
Bevin in the economic debate on Nov- 
ember 27; and it is on the cards that 
one or other of them—I should 
guess Mr. Bevin, whose anti-capital- 
istic proclivities are too shocking— 
will be made a scapegoat not far 
hence. 

But that will not improve the situ- 
ation, which is due to a radical in- 
compatibility between our social and 
industrial system and the demands of 
totalitarian war-production—an  in- 
compatibility intensely aggravated by 
a growing shortage of shipping and 
the incessant dislocation of industry 
by air-attack. There is much glib 
talk of the immense reserves of pro- 
ductive power on which we have to 
draw, in the USA and the Empire. 
But our power to draw on them is 
limited materially by cargo-space, 
and economically by finance. 

Sky-scraping credits from the USA 
are essential; and, as we have re- 
marked before, these loans will never 
be repaid. The boldest and most sym- 
pathetic American President may well 
hesitate in such a situation. 


Control or Inflation 


qpuR internal situation, industrial 
and economic, is one with which 
Britain is ill-prepared to grappie. 

Leaving quite out of the picture 
the stubborn resistance of the capital- 
ist class to national organization, the 
slightly melodramatic mentality of 
Mr. Churchill has never manifested 
any grasp of modem economic prob- 
lems; while the trade union habits of 
the workers, with their tradition of 
“free” wage-bargaining in each sep- 
arate industry, are become an essen- 
tial part of the fatal capitalist 
mechanism. 

The kind of co-ordination and plan- 
ning that is required can probably be 
achieved only under a_ resolutely 
authoritarian regime such as would 
certainly prompt the question: What 
then are we fighting for? Without 
control of wages—and an equally 
rigorous control of profits, instead of 
one which takes pre-war profits as a 
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COMMENTARY 


(Continued from page 


standard—the necessary sharp reduc- 
tion of consumption-goods must pro- 
duce inflation: which alone is nothing 
less than a major social catastrophe. 


PESSIMISM IN U.S.A. 


4 Met New York correspondent of the News- 
Chronicle (Nov. 30) reports a new wave 
of pessimiam in the USA over the British 
position. “One commentator,” he says. “‘starts 
aff his column with this sentence: ‘Perhaps 
officiala are not in a position to say so, but 
Britain’s position tooks little short of desper- 
ate’.”” 

He ascribes that impression, in part, to the 
activities of the British censorship, presum- 
ably in the accounts of air-raid damage to 
our indudtrial centres. No doubt, that is far 
more serious than we officially admit. And 
that is one of the real causea of the precar- 
jousness of our situation. But the chief is 
the hopelessness of the entervrise to which 
we are officially committed—the reconauest of 
Europe. 

The one chance of loosening Germany's 
grip) om the Continent would be to proclaim 
definite peace-aims which might be acceptable 
to. the common man. We cannot de it; we 
have no such aims. And if we were to give 
ourselves the pain of thinking them, we should 
dncover that they were unattainable by war. 


TIDE OF DESTINY 


UT the war-weariness which the Americ- 

ane discever in Britain, and which ia 
certainly beginning to manifest. itself to the 
sensitive observer, does not consciously derive 
from’ a; realistic judgment that the military 
task Britain. has set herself ia impossible. It 
Proceeds from a variety of causes of which not 
the least is the direct and incessant experience 
of the senseless brutality of modern war. But 
deeper even than this is the indefinable sense 
of unease which comes of the presentiment 
that we are engaged in a vain attempt to stem 
the tide of destiny. 


We are iw auch a position that our very 
suceesses are fraught with a new potentiality 
of danger te the ‘national’ cause. The dia- 
comfiture of Italy, for example, in which our 
amateur strategists see the coming collapse of 
the Axia, is more likely to lead to a strength- 
ening than a weakening of the German. posi- 
tion im Europe. It gives Germany a freer 
hand to reject those claima of Italy which 


jeopardise the eatabliahment of ‘the new 
order.” 
FRANCO-GERMAN 
COLLABORATION 


S$ reversa) of our conscious war-pur- 
poses tw the sign of a profound historical 
erlais—evidence of @ turning point in world- 
hiatory. When, by our mest esuecesefu? effort 
tu’ prosecute the war ‘‘to a successful isaue,” 
we play) into the enemy's hands, our states- 
men shoald be wiee enough to read the writ- 
ing en the wall. 


By reducing the value and prestige of Italy, 
we shall succeed in making smoeth the path 
for that Franco-German callaboratian which, 
however unpalatable the means by which it 
has been achieved, ia yet essential to the ord- 
ered peace of a new Europe. Franco-German 
collaboration is a political and economia and 
also a. moral necessity for Europe. That it 
is alsa fatal to the time-honoured British pol- 
iey of the “balance of power” in Europe is, 
ta the detached observer. merely an indication 
of the element of immorality in the policy. 

To that policy, alas, the vision of our back- 
ward-looking estateamen ia confined. Instead 
of abandoning it boldly and for ever, and con- 
sidering how best Britain may be able to en- 
operate with a Europe whose unification in 
now decreed, they prepare to cripple Britain 
for generations in the effort to achieve a con- 
tinental hegemony which she has not the 


_atrength ta achieve, nor the purpose to use. 


INSPIRED OPPORTUNISM 


HESE things may appear recondite; but 

they are realities. These processea are 
actually being accomplished in the substance 
of the world today. 


“There's a divinity which shapes our soula, 
rough-hew them how we will.?? The true 
statesman must needs have something of the 
prophet in him. As Bismarck said, he has to 
anatch at the hem of the garment of God as 
he passes by. One does not, one cannot, ex- 
pect our &stateamen to be pacifiata; but the 
pacifiat doea; expect them to rise, at a moment 
af destiny, to an inspired opportunism. Part- 
icularly because the typical modern pacifist 
1a faashtoned by the knowledge that fotal war 
ia not only the nemesis of the modern world 
but alao its conaummation. 


The processea of total war, such as we have 
expertenced im the last year, are final. What- 
ever the “realist” of the Churchill type may 
believe, there will be no more total war in 
Europe when this one ia finished. And the 
great German ‘‘victory”—if we had but the 
faith and the insight to see it—is not the pre- 
lude to the enslavement of Europe but to its 
liberation from enslavement; enslavement to 
a syatem whore inevitable end is war. 


AFRAID OF—PEACE! 


HE caryespondents who feel inclined, after 

reading that, to dash off a letter accus- 
ing me of being pro-Nazi may save their 
Pen ate stamp. I am merely a peraon who 

aome faith both in God and man—rather 
a rare bird nowadays. 


I am quite certain—and I give this plum of 
propheey to the investigators of the files of 
Peace News fifty years hence—thet the peace 
which’ will come when the German hegemony 
of Europe ie recognized as inevitable will be 
the beginning of the decay and downfall of 
the evil of Hitleriam. 

The trouble with so many paeifista is that 
they are juet aa afraid of peace as the war- 
men. They should get that poison out ef their 
systema, and really believe in the peace they 
talk of. Then they will see quite simply that 
it is the war-man, above a)! the victorious war- 
lord like Hitler, who has reason te be afraid 
ef peace. 


PEACE 


NEWS 


December 6, 1940 


The Politics Of Creative Living 


i ties totalitarianism that is now spreading over the earth is the logical 
conclusion of the power politics whereby privileged classes have 
maintained capitalist civilization with themselves at its head. 


Reason, religion, instinct, and 
intuition have all failed to awaken 
the mind of our generation to the 
calamities which are now overtak- 
ing it. In the midst of appalling 
catastrophes, the defenders of cap- 
italist civilization, and those of its 
opponents who accept its power 
politics, still fail to see the totalitar- 
ian gulf for which they are heading. 


From the horrors of that abyss power 
politics, or violent revolution, can pro- 
vide no way of escape. We have seen 
that the power which was intended to 
be a ‘‘means’’ to the attainment of lib- 
erty, becomes an ‘‘end,’’ and thus an 
obstacle to liberty. Hence unless a new 
political method be- found mankind will 
seesaw itself, via rival dictatorships, into 
a condition of subhuman barbarism. 


Moreover, since capitalist democracy 
is everywhere collapsing under the strain 
of an economic contradiction, and in the 
process of collapse is being subtly super- 
seded by totalitarianism, the hope of sal- 
vation by way of socjal democracy is 
dead. Capitalism is even using social 
democracy in order to destroy democ- 
racy, as happened in France. The col- 
laboration of Léon Blum and his Social- 
ist Party with the French reactionaries 
provided a national facade beneath 
which, at the appropriate moment, the 
reactionaries were able to bring France 
into the European totalitarian system. 
It is not difficult to see what is likely 
to happen elsewhere, as the totalitarian 
tide sweeps westward. 


MBASURB OF FREEDOM 


Nevertheless, I hold strongly that the 
widest and wisest possible effort should 
be made to preserve the maximum of 
liberty as democracy declines. The 
nature of the tyranny in totalitarian 
States varies considerably, so that by 
virtue of our traditions it should be pos- 
sible to preserve a larger measure of 
freedom in Britain than obtains in Ger- 
many, for example. 


There is a tendency, { find, to believe 
that freedom will return to the earth by 
way of a spontaneous rising of the 
people which will be irresistible. Ac- 
cording to this view man, like Nature, 


BLOCKADE 


R. HUGH DALTON has appealed to the 

USA not to press for any mitigation of 
the blockade of Europe: “Don’t ask us this 
time to slacken the blockade and so drag out 
the war and swell the sum of human savffer- 
ing.” Whether he was specifically referring 
to the American movement for a mitigation 
of the food-blockade of the occupied countries 
is not evident; but that is how it would be 
taken by his hearers. 


Is the sum of human suffering swelled the 
more by starving millions quickly, or by all- 
owing them to keep body and soul together? 
Mr. Dalton is quite certain that quick starv- 
ation is the surer way of ending human suff- 
ering. Might we suggest, very diffidently, 
that peace is ao still eurer way than either? 


“FRUITS” OF VICTORY 


T ia a significant commentary on the “‘in- 

dependence”’ of the British press that the 
shallow rhetoric of Mr. Randolph Churchill 
in the House of Commona on Nov. 26 should 
have been fully reported while such a re 
markable utterance an that of Mr. Rhys 
Davies, the Labour member for West Hough- 
ton, should have been passed over in silence. 
We hope to publish a fuller report of Mr. 
Davies’s apeech next week. Meanwhile, here 
is a passage from it: 

Hitler and hia satellites are talking of 
victory. So are we, if there is nothing at 
ail to result out of any war except victory 
or defeat...We had a great victory at the 
close of the last war. There never was such 
a victory in the history of mankind as the 
vietory of the Allies. We had Germany and 
millions of her veaple literally starving. 
Yet in my constituency they were nearly 
starving for years because we won the war. 


MY UNREGENERATE SELF 


IND correspondents have written pro- 

testing againat my unregenerate remark 
that I might forget my pacifism and cheer if 
the Greeks were to give the Italians a past- 
ing. They say I have no right to be unregen- 
erate. Indeed, I haven't. 

But there is some exeuse for the unregen- 
erate part of me. The Italo-Greek war is a 
fact: since it is a fact, I can’t helo wishing 
that the better cause should prevail; just as 
I wish that the French could have suceeas- 
fully resisted the German attack. 

It would have been far better in either case 
that non-violent resiatance should have been 
adopted. But alas, it wasn't. The fight be 
gan and somebody had to win. Then let it 
be the Greeka, I aay. And I refuse to be 
Hho there in anything contrary to pacifiam 
in that. 


has his spring-times, his periods of 
awakening when his latent energies 
move within him Hke the sap in trees, 


mentally, it involves no sacrifice except 
the sacrifice of the lower for the higher. 

What I am actually discussing is 
nothing else than the mission of the con- 
sistent pacifist in this totalitarian age. 
That mission is to create a democracy 
by living it. No matter what others may 


being the conclusion of the article 


by WILFRED WELLOCK 


and achieve a resurgence whence lost 
liberties are regained. 


I do not believe that the comparison 
with Nature holds. Man possesses the 
power of choice, and his choice in the 
conditions we are discussing is between 
the comparative comfort of a restricted 
existence and a heroic struggle for free- 
dom which may involve martyrdom. 
Also, in « totalitarian State, centralized 
power is at its maximum, and individual 
freedom at its minimum. 

In these conditions life becomes a pro- 
cess of.degeneration, and thus gradually 
reduces both the power and the desire 
to resist evil. Under the pressure of 
power the better instincts are suppressed 
in the interests of a quiet, if restricted, 
life. The tragic lesson of mass-unem- 

loyment is that the great majority of 

its victims become so dehumanized by 
Jong spells of idleness that they will en- 
dure it indefinitely, provided a certain 
low standard of existence is maintained. 
It becomes one of the functions of a 
slave State to discover that standard. 

We are, therefore, compelled to admit 
the possibility, in a totalitarian world, 
of the complete dehumanization of the 
individual keading to the dissolution of 
human society, and finally to racial ex- 
tinction. 


NBW WAY OF LIFE 


I am, therefore, driven to the con- 
clusion that if humanity is to save itself 
from extinction by war, violent revolu- 
tion, and chronic repression, it must 
discover a new way of life, a politics of 
creative living. The task of the social 
idealist today is to create not a move- 
ment, much less a political party, but a 
new society; to erect, within the frame- 
work of a totalitarian world, a new 
social order. 

What are the bases of that order, the 
qualities of the new society? Obviously, 
the establishment of a new set of values 
is required, based on the recognition that 
right human relationships are the key 
to human well-being, to complete free- 
dom, and to a stable social order. 

Capitalist values, the competition for 
riches and social and political power, in- 
volve every form of human exploitation, 
and finally the dehumanization of man 
in the totalitarian State. The values of 
the new order are based on the recogni- 
tion that the human spirit is the most 
richly endowed of all living things, that 
in right relationship with it man finds 
his highest well-being, and that the key 
to right relationship is service, the ren- 
dering of one’s whole soul for the good 
of mankind. 

By means of service man wins the 
right to enjoy the treasures of the spirit 
of man universally, and withal creates 
the power to do so. Not to exploit 
humanity, but to enrich it by holy ser- 
vice—the gift of one’s best endeavour, 
be it cabbages and potatoes, vases, vio- 
lins, pots or poems—is the basis of the 
new morality. 


POWER VERSUS SERVICE 


In the capitalist order the aim is to 
attain power even at the cost of degrad- 
ing and humiliating man. In the new 
order the aim is to increase the value of 
man—of oneself and one’s neighbour— 
by the gift of the best service within 
one’s power to render. The gifts of 
creative service to humanity ennoble the 
giver and inspire the recipients, and so 
enrich life by enriching human relations. 

A society thus held together needs no 
power-politics to keep it stable and at 
peace. Peace and stability are of its es- 
sence. To create such a society is the 
call to life for this generation. Funda- 


on this page last week 


do, his duty is to hold fast to the con- 
ception that man is @ spiritual being, 
and that by giving of his best thought 
and skill he establishes relations of 
friendliness and goodwill with all his 
neighbours. 

Thus will he create an island of true 
democracy in a totalitarian world. That 
island will be almost infinitesimally 
small at first, but it will grow: it can- 
not help growing, since sunshine and 
pulsating life in a world of intolerable 
gloom are irresistible. The good life 
makes a universal appeal. 

These islands of democracy and sanity, 
will be the rallying ground of a new 
Civilization, the nurseries of a genera- 
tion that will eventually rescue humanity 
from the hell of totalitarianism. 


CHALLENGED BY AUTHORITY 


Naturally, the menace of these ‘‘is- 
lands’ to the totalitarian State will be 
recognized and challenged by the auth- 
orities, with persecution. But the State 
will be at a disadvantage, if it begins to 
punish people for being kind and gener- 
ous, for there is a spark in man which 
is capable of bursting into flame under 
the warm influence of heroic neighbour- 
liness prompted by a burning faith. 

A unique opportunity for the kind of 
development I have in mind may occur 
in the economic conditions that will 
follow the war, when this country will 
be compelled to produce a much bigger 
proportion of its food than has been its 
wont. That situation should be seized 
by pacifists as one of the means whereby 
the spirit of freedom and true neigh- 
bourliness may be infused into whatever 
degree of totalitarianism prevails in 
society, and islands of democracy thus 
created. 

Non-pacifists will, no doubt, like to 
share in that mission, and their co-oper- 
ation should be welcomed. 

Many friends will not want to go on 
the land who nevertheless will desire to 
play their part in creating a new civiliza- 
tion within the framework of the old. 
Their ‘‘islands’’ will arise around their 
homes, in factories and workshops. 


TASK FOR PACIFISTS 


This outlook opens up a vast field 
of inquiry which pacifists from now on 
ought to explore with great determina- 
tion and enthusiasmi. 

It is probable that both the land 
groups and the industrial groups will 
develop all manner of cottage or village 
industries and crafts. To foregather in 
the evenings for that purpose would 
have a far greater social value than 
merely holding public meetings, were 
that possible, which it will not be. 

The nature and content of the new 
democracy will have to be carefullv 
thought out. Some of its builders will 
desire to form closed-in communities, 
others closely co-operating “groups. 

But their common purpose will be to 
exalt man and human values; to put 
material possessions in their right place 
and to their right function, which is to 
gladden the heart and delight the spirit 
of man and to perfect numan relations. 
Democracy is not a mathematical table 
of votes, but a spirit—the fulfilment of 
service and neighbourliness. 
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NAZIFYING THE 
CHURCHES 


OR the past fiftyfive weeks the 
Ministry of Information has 
sent out its Weekly Bulletin 

on the Spiritual Issues of the War 
‘to representative leaders of British 
and Overseas Churches.”’ 


For most of that time I have been | 


honoured by inclusion in the list of re- 


cipients. Waste paper has its uses, and 
though the gift ae been of little other 
value it seemed hardly worth while to 
decline it. Now the editor has invited 
those who do not wish to receive it to 
send him their names, and has also asked 
for lists af clergy and ministers ‘to 
whom it might usefully be sent. 


A GOOD START 


The Bulletin started with an air of 
candour and generosity. Assuming that 
we were engaged in a holy war, it never- 
theless drew attention to certain respects 
in which there was danger of our failing 
to be true crusaders. It contained news 
of missions and of Christian activities, 
not indeed impartial, and frequently 
guilty both of suppression and sugges- 
tion, but in the main interesting and 
charged with what an American would 
call uplift. It was propaganda, but pro- 
paganda employed in a mildly Christian 
spirit. 


Nothing, of course, could be said 
which would reflect upon the perfect 
righteousness of our Government or im- 
ply that any Christian in Britain 
doubted the sanctity of our arms and 
intentions; nothing must give oppor- 
tunity to Dr. Goebbels or admit our own 
unfortunate lapses from the Sermon on 
the Mount. But it was at least free from 
overt attempts to embitter hatred or fos- 
ter self-righteousness. 


A CHANGE 


Since the summer a change has come. 
The circulation of a booklet designed to 
prove that Nazism was Anti-Christ pre- 
luded a series of extracts and utterances 
calculated to arouse fear and loathing. 
It has been hard in these months for 
any of us to keep our hope and our 
cheerfulness; this weekly anthology of 
hymns of hate, issued by the Religious 
Department, edited presumably by the 
British representative of Herr Kerrl, pro- 
fessing to speak in the name of Christ, 
does not make hopefulness easier. In- 
deed it is difficult not to feel that among 
the many sinister happenings of: the 
time nothing is more damnable than this 
deliberate effort to tune the pulpits in 
the interest and at the bidding of the 
State. 


SENSE OF SHAME 


It is not for the editor of Peace News 
or for me to protest against the Nazify- 
ing of the Religious Department of the 
BBC: that is too personal a matter. 

But the subsidizing of a Bulletin whose 
purpose is to seduce the churches into 
subordinating Christ to Caesar and be- 
coming instruments of hatred and 
Pharisaism is a matter on which any 
citizen who values religion must needs 
feel and utter his sense of shame. 


Charles E. Raven 


NEW Fio.R, PUBLICATIONS 


IMPORTANT NEW BOOK 
By PROFESSOR C. E. RAVEN 
Master of Christ's College. Cambridge. 


The Cross an. the Crisis 
PRICE 2/4 post paid. 
Christmas Cards 1940 
a catd, pripred on heavy vellum Paper 
nearing the wards “God was “ter 
humble that the pride of the human 
mace might not disdain to follow the 

otsteps Of God,” Price 2d, including 
fa re Postage paid on orders over 
enve three, 


Please ordcr from 
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 
17, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.} 
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ISTORY is best read from the let- 
+ ters of those making it. For near- 
‘ly a fortnight after the fatal night of 
|November 14 J heard little beyond 
| what all heard. Now I have had three 
| letters from members of the PPU who 
| write independently of each other and 
whose combined story is a grim trag- 
edy. The following extracts are tak- 
|en haphazard from all three letters 
‘and nothing has been added. There 
|ig much else in the letters which I 
,should have liked to print. aa 


Things in Coventry are pretty hopeless... 

The best press account of conditions there 
was given in the Daily Werker... 

From the heaps of rubble and sticka where 
the city’s centre was, protrude posts with 
noticea on them to the effect that Mr. Blank 
has removed his businesa to other street... 

Today—13 days after the attack—ruina are 
still smoking in one or two placea and this 

| evening firemen were playing a couple of 

hoses on the middle of the town... 


| The city is still, apparently, under Govern- 
ment and military control: gaa and hot 
baths are rarer than treasury notes and 
inoculations against typhoid proceed daily... 


As far as we ean ascertain none of our mem- 
bers suffered phyaical injury, though sev- 
eral have had damaged houses and nerves... 

One member, a curate, waa blown up with 

| his echareh but landed in the garden outside 

and still lives to tell the tale... 

| We (a group) were reading a play, Glorious 

See. ast 18 of us were huddled togeth- 

er on the floor, only getting up to put out 

incendiaries for 10 houra; not for one mo- 
ment was the air free from plane sounds 
all that time... 


HONEST WITNESS 


AN 


: Confessions of an Individualist. By 
William Henry Chamberlin. (Duck- 
worth) 15s. 


R. CHAMBERLIN is an honest wit- 


ilusionment with Soviet. Russia during 
his residence in Moscow for a dozen years 
as correspondent for the Christian 
i Science Monitor is completely convinc- 
ing, first, in the sense that one has no 
| doubt of his integrity, and second, be- 


{cause one is finally persuaded that his | 


| judgment is on the whole sound. 


| Communism a little higher than German 
| National Socialism. Mr. Chamberlin, 
abominating them both, considers 
Russian Communism—in its last phase 
of Stalinist personal autocracy—rather 
the worse of the two; because it eradi- 
| cated the middle-class intelligentsia 
i much more completely. 


The one hope of saving civilization in 
Europe, he considers, was to turn Hitler 
against Stalin. By the fatal guarantee 
!of Poland we made this impossible. 
That policy of “deflecting Germany 
against Russia is generally considered 
| to be purely ‘‘reactionary.’’ Mr. Cham- 
| berlin is certainly not a reactionary. He 
i merely has an advised horror of totali- 
tarianism. 


PESSIMISTIC OUTLOOK 


He is entirely pessimistic about the 
future of Europe. The positive outcome 
jof the last European war was three 
| great retrogressive revolutions. The only 
conceivable consequences of this one will 
be another deeper and more prolonged 
wave of retrogression. 


It is high time, I think, to put aside hopeful 
illusions. European civilization is in an unmis- 
takable process of deterioration and decay, sym- 
bolized in an ever growing cult of violence in the 
settlement of international and internal disputes, 


| a violence that becomes more and more unmoti- 
vated. 


Far from arresting this trend, the present war 
can only really accelerate it. Nothing brings a 
democratic country so swiftly to dictatorial con- 
ditions as a state of war. It is not only the street 
lamps that are dimmed in the democratic 
capitals. 

Censorship, suppression of norma! freedom of 
discussion, installation of industrial and financial 
controls very similar to those of the totalitarian 
States—these things are much easier to introduce 
and to perfect than to withdraw. . . I hope that 
England will win; even more fervently, although 
at times it seems a very forlorn hope, I hope 
that there will be something worth winning when 
the last bomb has fallen and the last ship been 
torpedoed. 

It is a curiously impressive book, even 
though Mr. Chamberlin’s style is a trifle 
drab. We recommend it to those paci- 
an Particularly who still hesitate to 
believe that the piecemeal regeneration 
of the social fabric by a new community 


movement is the bne thing they can 
work for. J.M.M. 


ness. The story of his gradual dis- | 


Most of us are inclined to put Russian | 


half a dozen post free. 


The night before I Jeft there was a i2-hour 
raid. T am atili badly bruised with stuff 
thrown through windows... 


x * s 


E.10 and E.11 (London). This group writes 
to say that they and the local FoR are run- 
ning 4 canteen for shelterers. They began 
on October 25 and have been on duty every 
morning since. Approximate timetable: 

4 am Get up and go to house, where 
coffee is simmering on gas. Get eups and 
clothes ready to take across to shelter. 


5.15 am Take urns acroea. 
5.30 am Begin serving coffee. 


7 am Close canteen. 
They estimate that they give out about 200 
cups of coffee andor milk every morning and 
60 cakes at ld. each are sold each day. Six- 
teen people in all have shared with the work 
and several shelters are covered. 


Epsom, Ewell and Stoneleigh. Epaom group 
voluntarily disbanded some time aga, chiefly 
owing to removals. The remainder have 
associated themselves with the Ewell group, 
and activities include PSU mobile canteen, 
initiated by Carshalton group; Red Crosa and 
firat aid; shelter work; circulation of Peace 
News (up by 40 per cent); maintenance of 
12 COs; and running an allotment—besidea 
other activities. 


Welsh Christmas Card. Wales is producing 
a card again this year, designed by Henry 
Bird, a member of the staff of Aberystwyth 
University College Art Department. The price 
is 2d each or 2/8d per dozen post free, 1/8d 
They are obtainable 
from Mrs. A. E. Humphreys. 9, Gloucester 
Drive, Wrexham, North Wales. 


Ramsay MacDonald’s 


Pacifism 


TO THE EDITOR 


In reference to the pacifism of Mr. 
Ramsay MacDonald, it may be interest- 
ing to recall the following words which 
he wrote in the Socialist Review of 
October, 1914: 


War is one unbroken atrocity—always and who- 
ever are the combatants. Barbarities therefore 
do not change our original attitude; they do not 
make us lose our heads and start cursing this 
army or that. and calling this people and that 
names. We hate them all in their common 
cause—war. . . Personally I could not appear 
on a pro-war platform. I do not believe in 
recruiting meetings. . . 


The Socialist must keep his international spirit. 
. . . He knows better than anyone else—providing 
he has kept his head—that no military operations 
will secure peace in Ene . . How incongru- 
ous now is it for men who defend this war to 
appeal for the Christianization of the heathen! 
. . . Let Socialism take the place deserted by 
the churches and stand by moral wisdom. . . 


Many good friends of mine have been beggmg 
me not to get out of sympathy with “‘national 
aspirations."’ not to become alienated from the 
general current of national sentiment. If to save 
myself from that 1 have to appear in tainted 
political companionship, the wilderness where one 
must live on locusts and wild honey is a Paradise 
of happiness compared with the market-place of 
sauced foods and popularity. . . Let Socialists 
think of the morrow as well as the day. 

Truth crushed to earth will rise again, 
The eternal years of God are hers. 

That is the strength of our movement. Let us 
not evacuate our citadels because the fiendish 
bugles of war are blowing. 


It is difficult to reconcile these state- 
ments with Lord Elton’s claim that ‘‘Mr. 
MacDonald was not a pacifist even dur- 
ing the war of 1914-18.” 


F. G. FINCHAM. 
East Preston Vicarage, 
Nr. Littlehampton, Sussex. 


Community Notes 


A group in Potters Bar, Middlesex. is seek- 
ing to eatabliazh a community on Christian 
linea. Ita resources are very limited, but it 
ia hoped to find 10-15 acres of arable land 
suitable for market gardening. within reason- 
able distance af a market for the produce, 
and with accommodation for fyom three to 
five families on or near the site—preferably 
with possibilities for further accommodation 
later. Mr. E. J. Bath, of 27, The Byway, Pot- 
ters Bar. would be glad tao hear of anything 
that might be suitable. 


IF GAS IS USED... 


State conservation administrators say the 
continuation of the European war is certain 
te bring back boom days for the mineral in- 
dustry of Michigan more extensive than was 
experienced in the World War... Our pro- 
duction of copper increased almost 80 per 
cent during the World War from 1916 to 1918. 
Bromides constitute one of the moat essential 


of war supplies, and the largest share of this 


produced in the United States comes from 
Michigan. If gas is used bromides will soar 
sky high. 


Albert Stoll, Jr., in Detroit News. 


UP NOTES Bay 


In Coventry Now 
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When.. ? 
by 
JN another column you will find fur- 
ther evidence of the appalling 
bombing endured by Coventry people. 
All bombing is fearful for those hav- 
Ing to endure it and no-one, I imagine, 
believes those who say that people. 
gladly endure such torture, If they 
do, then they are no longer Ruman. 
Sooner or later it will cease and in 
years to come be talked of as we new 
talk about the pouring of boiting oil 
on the heads of soldiers attac ing’ 
castles—something too horrible and 
inhuman to be possible, even im war. 

The time seems to be getting near—- 
some will say it has already arrived 
—when the peace movement must try’ 
to consolidate the body of opmion 
which is rapidly becoming horrified 
at the continued rain of bombs now 
falling on the peoples of the world. 
Horror and fear are instruments 
which cause self-inflicted waunds and’ 
are not the best means of stirring 
sleepy consciences. Unless we can 
rouse the natural love, pity, and mercy 
which lie in the hearts of alk men, we 
shall not end the torture— rhaps 
only replace it by a more s le in- 
strument. 

‘The success of our next campaign | 
will depend on the sensitiveness of 
our own consciences and the degree to 
which we are ourselves motivated in- 
to action. To protest will not be’ 
enough. We shall have to so speak 
as to influence the latent decencies of: 


our fellows and with such an aware- 
ness that will satisfy their reason. 


“STOP BOMBING” 


In the October issue of the Bl 
Max Plowman wrote an artiele called 
“Stop Bombinz,” and this artiele has 
been reprinted by « number of friends 
as a separate pamphleu for free dis- 
tribution to those who, we fee, are 
earnestly seeking to find .a@ way out 
and who are not yet pacifists. Max 
Plowman writes: 

But the real problem is to get human- 
beings to be active at their own points of 
resistance to war. Pacifistas generally do 
not understand the necessity of this, they 
think it essential that they should convert 
the whole population to a doetrine of non- 
violence, and they become idealistie in their 
hove of so converting the public. Some 

| thing much simpler and more immediate 
is needed in order to ntart the average man 
an the road to pacifism. 


The. article was written with the 
expressed intention of starting peo- 
ple off at their own point of resist- 
ance. 


I am anxious to distribute these as 
widely as possible. and if you will in- 
clude postage I will send vou the num- 
| ber you require on the understanding 
i that they are delivered free to chosen 
persons. 


BBC Ban On 
Pacifist 
CCORDING to a report in Mon- 


Aa. Daily Herald, Sir Hugh 
Roberton, founder and conductor of 
the famous Glasgow Orpheus Choir, 
has been refused further broadcasts 
by the BBC because he is aq pacifist. 
The report adds: 


The choir, which wan to have broadcast on 
Wednesday next, haa refused to go on with- 
out him, and the transmission has been ecan- 


celled. Last night this statement was issued 
from Broadcasting House in London :— 


The BBC does not, in time of war, invite 
to the microphone anyone pablicly known to 
he apposed to the national war effert. 


As S‘r Hagh Roberton has reaffirmed the 
viewa he has publicly expressed en this 
subject. the BBC conld not, aa it weuld 
otherwise have done, invite him ta appear: 
at the microphone with the Orpheus Cheir. 
The Dafly Herald onderstanda that the Seot- 

tish Director, Mr. Melville Dinwiddie, refused 
Sir Hugh further broadcasts. 


y, 


LES ROBINSONS DE LA PAIX 


The Editor thanka the many readers who 
have kindly offered to tranalate Les Rebin- 
sons de la Paix, in reaponse to the suggestion 
made in Peace News recently by a contribu- 
tor. The offers have been sent om tu the con- 
tributor, who informe us that a tranalator 
has now been found. 


a 


es 


“months. Peace News 
**foundéred altogether. 
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Circulation Notes 


A’ MILESTONE 
PASSED 


By John W. Cowling 


0? news about our circu- 
lation! We have sold more 

than 17,000 copies of each 
of the last two issues of Peace 
News—for the first time since 


the wholesalers’ ban last May. 

Actual quantities printed were: 
last week, 17,242 (nearly all sold at 
time of writing); November 22 issue, 
417,050 (sold out). 

For. many weeks difficulties in one 
part of the country or another have 
‘seemed to conspire to prevent our 


reaching the 17,000-mark. But the 
“hard ‘work being put in by so many 


' PPU groups has now had its reward. 
'*’ We'deeply appreciate the devotion of 
** this “'paper’s 


supporters. 


Without 
help. during recent 


critical 
might have 


“their 


To all of us it is encouraging to see 


“tha influence of the paper increasing 


at a time when daily events make us 
feel we are living in a world no long- 


*. er aane. So keep it up—on to the next 


milestone, 20,000! 
4 a * c 


* ; Another encouraging feature is the 
» growing ‘number of places where 
* atreet-selling is 


being resumed. I 
rmentjoned a few of these a fortnight 
ago... High Barnet and Newton Abbot 
can now be added to the list, while 
members in Nottingham and Reigate 
are apparently preparing to carry on 


the’ good work. 


‘Next week I hope to auote an in- 


hy _teregting report I have-received from 
_,,our seller in Holborn, which contains 


useful hints {ar others contemplating 


, , Similas- activity. 


“THE CONQUEST OF VIOLENCE” 


' The Public Prosecutor lately threatened the 
- PPU with proceedings for circulating copies 
of’ Bart’ de Ligt's The Conquest of Violence, 
‘qnlesu, the PPU agreed to surrendersall its 
copies of fhe book, af which it possessed all 
the remaining atock. Since an appendix to 
de Ligt’a book definitely advocated sabotage, 
it was felt by the PPU executive that it was 
xdvisable not to fight a case on such an fasue. 


Under protest the PPU has agreed to with- 
hold the book from circulation for the dur- 
ation of the war. Copies will therefore not 
be obtainable from 6 Endsleigh St.. either 
from the bookstail or the library. 


PEACE NEWS 


“An Al 


. STANLEY SEAMARK, of 

Northampton, is standing as 
“Christian-Pacifist—stop the War” 
candidate in the Northampton by- 
election, polling for which takes place 
today (Friday). 

Stanley Seamark, who is one of the 
keenest members of the Northampton 
branch of the PPU, has for many 
years been well-known in the town for 
the active and vigorous part he has 
played in peace campaigns. He is 
much respected even by his opponents 
because of his openness and sincerity 
and the consistency of his pacifism. 

It was after the bombing of Cov- 
entry and Hamburg that Stanley felt 
the concern to stand as a Christian 
pacifist candidate. In a statement be- 
fore nomination day he said that. he 
was determined te avoid any possible 
acrimonious feeling, and was there- 
fore not going to address any public 


FOOD FOR EUROPE 


AMES G. VAIL, of Philadelphia, 
writing about reports of Europe 
brought by American’ Friends 
(Quakers), says: “Fairly extensive 


relief work is going on in unoccupied 
France, despite our failure, up to this 
time, to obtain any exceptions to 
blockade restrictions. 

“The need for food among refugees. part- 
icularly women und children, is expected to 
reach tragic proportiona this winter. The 
supplies are available here (i.e. in USA) in 
auantity, and we do moat earnestly wish some 
means could be found to make a connection, 
Our workers tel! us that there is no doubt of 
effective control, and that anything sent in 
can certainly be applied specifically to the 
relief of the categories for which it is intend- 

. We are convinced that it can have no 
military significance. and that the alterna- 
tivea are relief or starvation. 


“In this connection, it ia interesting ta have 
a letter from Arthur Gamble (an American 
Quuker), who has recently been in Poland; 
he reports that the relief supplies which 
reached that country were scrupulously used 
according to the agreements under which their 
entry was obtained.” 


From The Friend, October 28, 1940. 


Literature from ‘‘PN” office.—For the con- 
venience of North London PPU members and 
aympathisers there is now a book and litera- 
ture stall at the Peace News office, 3 Black- 
atack Road, Finsbury Park, N.4. Aji PPU 
publicationa and many other pacifist and pro- 
gressive namphlets and books are available. 
Orders by posi, however, can only be execut- 
ed from 6 Endsleigh Street, although we shall 
he pleased to pasx orders on to headquarters 
if written separately from Peace News mat- 
ters. 


The Adviser Advised (Continued from page 1) 


that we may fairly be said to have 
added to our dose of origina! bellicos- 
ity, by importing a ruling-class of 
Normans. They beat even the Ger- 
mans for predatoriness and bellicosity. 
Sir Robert conveniently forgets them. 
“German barbarism first crushed Lat- 
in civilization at the battle of Adrian- 
ople in 378, and it has again crushed 
Latin civilization in France today.” 
No mention of the interesting fact 
that the Gauls themselves were equal- 
ty barbarian till Caesar conquered 
them; or that we English were part 
of the Germanic hordes. Here is some 
more of Sir Robert’s propaganda his- 
tory:— 

. War was the passion of the great Charie- 
Magne, too: conquest and expansion as 
uaual brought ahout by treachery and butch- 
ery @s usual. By the time they got to their 
famoug warmonger, Frederick [arbarossa, 

* in‘¢dha twelfth century. the only bone of 

contention was not whether they should re- 

main at pence, but which race should they 
conquer and dominate--should it be the 

Italians’or Slave? 

It will not deceive a schoolboy, if 

schoolboys are still taught history. 

Charlemagne, the chief instrument of 

the gesta Dei per Francos, was not 

merely the great restorer of civiliza- 
tion and order in the bloody chaos of 
the 8th century, he was the censor of 

a corrupt and barbarie Church, the 

friend “and protector of the Celtic 

missionaries from the West. More- 
over, it is from his Frankish empire 
that France lineally descends. 


Ae for Barbarossa--what, in the twelfth 
‘century, was the occupation of the ruling- 
class in England if not fighting? To pretend 


that Barbarossa was different’ in anything 
wave the scope of his imagination from any 
other feudal potentate is nonsense. Every- 
thing which can be charged to the mediaeval 
German is chargeable equally tu ourselves, 
What else wos Henry V--our national hero-- 
but a warrior-king ? 


In this fashion Sir Robert works up through 
his catalogue of ingenuous falsificationa to the 
Thirty Years War, when ‘the fierce churac- 
teristics showed themselves to the full." One 
would gather--ny his nuive hearer was per- 
haps intended to gather—that the Thirty Years 
War was a war of imperial conquest, instead 
of the long unremitting misery of a “relig« 
fous" war waged in German-speaking terri- 
tories at the cost of untold suffering to 
the wretched and impotent German peaple. 
At long last Sir Robert arrives at the Great 
Elector, and the foundationa of the Prussian 
State, where he should have begun: for there 
is a case, of a sort, to be made for the bale- 
ful influence of Prussia on Germany. But here 
again Sir Robert convenienfitly forgeta—if 
indeed he ever knew—that the militaristic na- 
tion of Europe, par excellence, during the 17th 
century, and from the French Revolution un- 
til 1870, was France, It was not of Germany 
that British statesmen were frightened, but 
France. 


Still, by hook or by crook Sir Robert must 
reach his conclusion :— 


T have said enough to show you that the 
most righteoua clause entered in any treaty 
ever concluded was the war-guilt clause of 
the Treaty of Versailles. 


This from 4 would-be diplomat is truly 
satonishing. Not only was that war-guilt 
clause the one which every  liberal-minded 
German found intolerable—as it wil! be found 
intolerable by anyone who studies the origins 
of the fast war—but it was a clause unprece- 
dented in the history of diplomacy. The soon- 
er Sir Robert Vansittart is relieved of a post 
for which he is demonstrably unfitted and 
given leave of absence to rend a course of 
history, anclent and modern, at one of the 
universities, the better for this country. He 
is as much o menace to clvitization as Dr. 
Goebbels himeelf. 


meetings, but would issue a message 
to the electors indicating his aims. 


Describing his reasons for standing 
in an article in the Northampton In- 
dependent, Stanley Seamark writes: 


Printed indelibly on my mind always now | 


are the ghastly horrors of Coventry and 
Hamburg, Birmingham and the East End, 
the heartbreaking tragedy of Europe in the 
grip of n titanic death-struggle, and scem- 
ingly of no avail. The futility of reprisals 
and counter-reprisals cannot bring peace, 
and it wrings one’s very soul to think of 
all the dreadful human suffering. I believe 
in a peace which comea before one side is 
exhausted and without either side being 
victorious, for what follows a victory of vio- 
lence is not peace, but nu mere absence of 
war. 


The Northampton Chronicle and Echo made 
a virulent attack on Stanley Seamark, but the 
Independent adopted a tolerant attitude, and 
expressed ‘the view that the election would 
rive the people an all-too-rare opportunity 
for a full and free exchange of political 
views. 


;VICTIMIZED C.0.’s 
RIGHT TO 
BENEFIT. UPHELD 


CONSCIENTIOUS objector who, 
having been dismissed on account 
of his views, was refused unemploy- 


ment benefit by both the Insurance | 


Officer and the local Court of Referees 
has now been allowed benefit by the 
Umpire. 


He had been dismissed, after eight 
years’ employment in an_ aluminium 
works, as being “unsuitable owing to 


views expressed on registration” un- | 


der the conscription Act. When he ap- 
plied for benefit it was held that he 
had become unemployed 
misconduct.” 

The Daily Herald reported on Mon- 
day that “The Umpire rules that the 
claimant exercised a legal right un- 
der the National Service 
Forces) Act, and the exercise of such 
rigk= could not be described as ‘mis- 
conduct’.” 


TREATMENT OF 
“NON-COMBATANTS” 


According to the London Corres- 
pondent of the Manchester Guardian 
(last Saturday), Mr. Eden, Secretary 
for War, was expected to make a 
statement in the House of Commons 
“in a day or two” on the matter of the 
investigation of charges that COs had 
been ill-used in a camp for those ord- 
ered to do non-combatant duties. The 
War Office had not then received the 
report of the specially appointed 
court. 

The Manchester Guardian reported 
on November 28 that: 


“Sentences huve been passed upon 15: of 
the 17 cunsclentiouy objectors who were charg- 
ed last week at o field general court martial 
in Liverpool with refusal to obey an order. 
In two other cases the charges were dismissed 
on the.duay of hearing. 

“Twelve of them were privates in a non- 
combatant training corps, and they asked 
that o sentence of imprisonment be paseed 
on them in order that they could appear as 


(Armed | 


“through | 


canscientious objectorn before an anpeal tri- | 


bunal. Six men have been ordered to under- 
go 93 days’ imprisonment, each without hard 
labour; two have received 84 daya deten- 
tion, and five men 28 days‘ detention. 

“The sentences have still to be confirmed 
und promulgated.” 


THE POPE'S APPEAL 


In spite of Mr. Churchill’s rejec- 
tion, the Pope has appealed to the 
“heads of the warring nations” to 
allow soldiers and all those harassed 
by aerial bombardment to enjoy_ “a 
Christmas peace such as I would like 
them to enjoy.” Naturally, however, 
after Mr. Churchill’s rejection, Ger- 
many has declared that she is not 
interested in any further considera- 
tion of the question of a Christmas 
truce. 

On the British Government rests 
the responsibility for taking the 
initiative in the rejection of the 
Christmas truce; and the fact that 
the Pope persevered with his propos- 
al knowing that it had already been 
rejected by Mr. Churchill is a defin- 
ite condemnation of Britain's action. 
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LAND & COMMUNITY 


CO, Age 20, requires land work; conditional 
exemption; na experience; secondary educa- 
lion. Box 608, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4. 


CO (26) requires agricultural or forestry 
work after Christmas; inexperienced but will- 
ing; Bournemouth or West Herta district pre 


ferred. Box 604, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 


SEND S.A.E. for detaila of Land Union, co- 
partnership, profit-sharing community. Ack- 
worthy Down, Hartland, N. Devon. 


PERSONAL 
CHRISTIAN, part paciflat, 40 (Kent), cir- 
cumstances poor, desires become acquainted 
like-minded youngish single woman, simple 
liver, outdoor interests. Box 602, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


WOULD a lonely Christian pacifist gentle- 
man about 45 like to apend few hnppy hours 
Christmas with pacifist family, Harrow dia- 


trict? Box 609, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, Nd. 


YOUNG CO, vegetarian, fond of rambling. 
music, wishea correspond with or meet per- 
son 18-21 similar interests. Box 606, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


cO, UNCONDITIONAL EXEMPTION, 24, 
married, Certificated tencher, Methodiat Local 
Preacher, desires post, teaching preferred 
Box 607, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4 

CO, 82, married. exempt. requires work, 
anything considered. Hox 603. Peace News, 
& Blackstock Road, N.4. 


PACIFIST SCHOOLMASTER (26), educat- 
ed Cambridge, urgently requires post as sec- 
retury or assistant to pacifist} headmaster. 
clergyman, or publicist. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS: Food Reform: Veg- 
etnrian Guest House; alt. 600ft; for happy 
holiday ‘or restful recuperation; central 
healing, h. und oc. water in bedrooma.. A. and. 
K. S. Ludiow, The Briars, Crich. Matlock 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A FELLOWSHIP MEETING for pacifiats ia 
held ench Sunday at 7.45 pm at Friends 
House, 25 London Rd, High Wycombe. Bucks; 
ull welcome. 


CYCLES: Britain's best at £6 15s,. carriage 
paid; every necessary accessory; even to cyclo- 
meter. Made by over 40 years’ established 
Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnesaing artistic, imag- 
inative, intuitive, and intellectual gifts, corres- 
pondence lessons 58. each—Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Road, London, N.W.8. 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON (and Mrs 
Helen Whiticom). health practitianer, osteo~ 
path, bone-setter. treats all conditions of ill- 
health by natural methods; consultations by 
appointment. 1 Ashley Place. S.W.1. (Vie- 


toria 0131), and 2 Norton Way North, Letch- 
worth, 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Fuith and Practice of the Re- 
ligious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee. 
Frienda House, Euston Rood, London. N.W.!. 

REGIONAL SEGRETARY urgently needs 
typewriter, gift or cheap. Harold Hiscockas. 
24 Twyford Road, Enstleigh. Hants. 


PEACE NEWS 


Editorial. Publishing & Advertisement 
Office: (Please specify department). 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 2262-3 


Subscription Rates: 
Home: Quarterly, 3s 3d Yearly 12s 6d 


Abraad: Quarterly, 2s 9d Yearly 10s 6d 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to view® 
expressed in the articler we publish. (Still 
leas does the acceptance af advertiaeme®*® 
imply endorsement of any views expres 
fmplied therein or PPU connection with ™e 
matter advertised.) Contributionse aré wel- 
comed, though no payment ix made. gne 
should be typewritten, if possible, and hes 
side only of the paper should be us “egmped 
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